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It has been a while since my last correspondenut tleere has been plenty of fishing
action going on.

The most significant event to occur in recent times the capture by Dave Carter of
Riverina Sportfishingf a 149cm cod from
Blowering Dam. | have written a fair bit
about this fish, but | couldn’t leave it out, it
was a massive fish and a great angling feat
on 20Ib leader and a purple TN60 Jackall.
Needless to say that this is now the biggest
fish landed in my boat, eclipsing the 127cm
cod caught by Geoff Casburn at Leeton a
couple of seasons ago.

Many of you would also know that Dave Carter andré getting a pair of 5.8m
Actioncraft (vww.actioncraft.com.guboats built. They are about a month away from
completion and then we have to fit them out andtigetfinal survey inspection from
Maritime, so hopefully they should be ready for wor March/April.

The expansion of Riverina Sportfishing to includav® and his boat, plus my new boat

iIs something | have been eagerly awaiting as | lfeaW®st of new services to offer,

including:
Northern Territory Tours — Likely to commence in120Q Dave and | will offer
weeklong fishing and camping tours into the NTgéting Barramundi and the
other tropical species. We plan to use chartehtdigo transfer groups to and
from the Riverina region, but there will also be thption to travel up and back
with us if you want the whole overland experiencevill have more details,
including costs, in the coming months.
Corporate days — we can cater for up to eight tdien the two boats (or eleven
if we take the Polycraft as well). Fish in the miag) have a BBQ lunch and be
chauffeured home in the afternoon by your guides.dah also arrange riverside
corporate weekends with accommodation inclusiveooference facilities.
How to fish days — These days won't focus purelycatching fish, but will
demonstrate how to rig lures, tie knots, identifiysture, trolling runs, casting
locations, weed beds, rocky drop-offs and all thatires in locations such as
Blowering and Burrinjuck that will help you in thieture to navigate around the
lake and find fish. We will have the rods on bodrdt the focus for the day will
be to show you how and where to fish as much ofake as possible.



Redfin tours — Dave Carter loves to catch red
and he will be able to show oo do it, how to
read your sounder, and even how to fillet and s
them. With Blowering, Burrinjuck, Hume, an
Talbingo so close we have a lot of redfin locatiOgs

which Dave can unlock for you.
The big boats will also become the boat of cho
for the larger waterways, such as Bloweri
Burrinjuck, lower Murray etc, with the Polycra
remaining as the primary river fishing boat.

Fishing wise, the river is fishing well at the mamebut
around Christmas — New Year it was reasonably toughd a couple of OK days, but
also had a fishless afternoon session with a gfoup Wagga. In the past week, the
cod have been biting on spinnerbaits (no specifiowr) with bite windows from 0830-
1030 and again in the afternoon from 1500-170§o0li want another option, trolling
70mm AC Invadersittp://aclures.riverinasportfishing.coroh the deep bends (water
depth >2m) will always catch a small fish or twostiremember to keep your lure about
50 to 100cm off the bottom. Too deep and it wihgrand too shallow and the fish wont
bother to chase it.

January is always a challenging month to fish, \pidgnty
of effort required to land what are mostly smaghifi If you
are thinking about a trip, hold off until the weattcools
down at the end of summer, which is when the bidigér
start to make an appearance.

If you have been planning an extended trip, novhes
time to book. | have just secured another propadsr
Hay, which is bristling with quality fish. Havindné two
properties to fish on out there gives options ié ar the
other isn’'t fishing well. The new property produced
average fish of between 60-70cm on the first there,
and | have barely scratched the surface. Best tinfesh
out west is from March onwards as it's too hotumsner.

For extended trips over winter chasing the madsstealong the lower Murray, | would
plan for at least 4 days. These fish are hard tichcand time is what is needed to tempt
one. My last trip in July 2009 produced two cod rogemetre, one just under and a
handful of small fish in five days. If you work ghout on hours per fish, it's a long walit,
but if you have a burning desire to land a tropbg,¢his is the effort required.

With Riverina Sportfishing expanding, | will haveone opportunity to research new
waters to make your fishing trips even better. Aifojou have a location you have
always wanted to try, but are unsure of how to lgouait, let me know as | can do the
hard work and you can just go fishing.

Jamin Forbes



